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Upcoming SOM meetings:
9/1/11
•SFSC @ 11am
9/6/11
•Music Ed @ 11am
9/8/11
•Curriculum @ 11am
9/13/11
•SFSC @ 11am
9/15/11
•Advisory @ 11am
9/20/11
•Grad Advisory @ 11am
9/22/11
•Curriculum @ 11am
•Equipment @ 11am
9/27/11
•Faculty @ 11am
Welcome Back!
An initiative of  the recently approved School of  Music Strategic Plan is the 
creation of  a monthly Faculty/Staff  Newsletter.  The first edition begins with 
your recently submitted accomplishments (in alphabetical order).  Please enjoy 
the successes of  your colleagues!
Mark Babbitt - Mark returned for his fifth season with the Sewanee Summer Music 
Festival this past summer. In addition to working with talented students from around the 
country, he performed with musicians from the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, Utah 
Symphony, Baton Rouge Symphony, and other outstanding university professors. He 
also performed on two recent recordings with the Seattle Symphony Orchestra that 
were released over the summer: Borodin - Symphonies Nos. 2 & 3
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572786 and 
Brahms/Sheng - Black Swan
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559679
Michael Dicker - Michael performed a solo bassoon recital and presented two 
clinics at the first Asian Double Reed Association Conference, which was held 
August 15-19 at Mahidol University in Bangkok, Thailand.  He also represented 
Fox Products Corporation, manufacturer of  Bassoons and Oboes.
Amy Gilreath - Amy published an article about brass at Illinois State 
University in the May 2011 edition of  the international publication The Brass 
Herald.  She was also a soloist at the 2011 Orvieto Musica Trumpet Fest with 
Italian Trumpet Artist Nello Salza and at the Orvieto Musica Chamber Music 
Festival.
David Gresham – In May, David performed solo and chamber music works at the 
inaugural Illinois Contemporary Music Festival in Peoria.  He also performed on two
chamber music concerts at the Illinois Chamber Music Festival at IWU in July.  In
Illinois State University
School of  Music
Faculty/Staff  Newsletter	 September 1, 2011	 Volume 1, Number 1
S e p t e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 1 1!
C a m p u s  B o x  5 6 6 0  •  N o r m a l ,  I L  •  6 1 7 9 0 - 5 6 6 0  •  3 0 9 . 4 3 8 . 7 6 3 1
September he will give a lecture/
chamber concerts commemorating 
the 10th anniversary of  the 9/11 
attacks at The Music Settlement in 
Cleveland and the SS Peter and Paul 
Catholic Cathedral in Indianapolis.  
Later in the month he will give a 
solo recital of  American music for 
clarinet in Xianmen, China at the 
Gulangyu Autumn American Music 
Week Festival.
Kevin Hart -Kevin and his group 
the Vibe Tribe had an active 
summer of  outdoor concerts 
throughout the region, including a 
performance at the 2011 Iowa City 
Jazz Festival, which has been named 
by Downbeat magazine as one of  
the top ten jazz festivals in the 
country. These concerts featured 
original music by Kevin, plus Tom 
Marko on drums.
Martha Horst - Martha’s Creature 
Songs was performed at the Terni 
Cultural Institute in New York in 
June by APNM.
Kate Lewis - During the summer, 
Kate performed as principal viola of 
both the Peoria Bach Festival 
Orchestra and the Heartland 
Festival Orchestra. In addition she 
traveled to upstate New York for a 
two week practice marathon retreat 
and completed her first Olympic 
distance triathlon.
Joe Manfredo - Joe was 
commissioned to author one article 
and co-author a second article for 
the revision of  the new editions of  
Grove Music Online and Amerigrove.  He 
was interviewed by Teaching Music 
(August, 2011) for an article on 
student-centered teaching styles, and 
continues as head of  the Music 
Teacher Education Division of  
IMEA.  He was recently conductor 
of  the Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp 
Festival Band for the Leonard 
Falcone International Tuba and 
Euphonium Festival.
Alex Miller - Alex’s composition 
Banging(,) Pots & Pans, for two 
marimbas was accepted for 
publication by HoneyRock 
Percussion Performance Literature.  
The What's Next? Ensemble (Los 
Angeles, CA) commissioned a work 
for viola solo, Scrim, premiered in 
2011 in South Pasadena, CA.  The 
Los Angeles Percussion Quartet 
commissioned a work, Disappearance, 
to be premiered in spring of  2012.  
Joe Neisler - Joe will serve as a 
Jurist for the International Horn 
Competition of  America 
(http://www.ihcamerica.org/)
(IHCA) at the University of  
Louisville, September 1-4.  The 
IHCA is the only international solo 
horn competition held in the United 
States.  He is an IHCA board 
member and will be accompanied 
by 5 Illinois State horn students who 
will participate.  Joe also reports a 
busy adjudication schedule for this 
fall.
Adriana Ransom -  Adriana is the 
recent recipient of  a $5000 award 
from the SoTL on Civic Engagement/
Service Learning Small Grant Program.  
The title of  her successful grant is 
“Preparing for a Career in String 
Teaching:  Advocacy and Service 
Learning.”  Graduate students 
Patricia Cleaton and Aryc Lane 
are co-investigators.
Carl Schimmel - Carl’s The 
Pismirist's Congeries has been 
programmed by the group Music 
from Copland House, which will 
perform the work on the opening 
concert of  their 2011-2012 season.   
Also, Illinois State University 
Bands, Cornell University, and 
Case Western Reserve University 
are jointly commissioning a new 
work for wind ensemble, which will 
receive its premiere in Spring 2012.  
The Iridium Saxophone Quartet (of 
which Paul Nolen is a member) 
will be performing his saxophone 
quartet Into Xylonia both in Puerto 
Rico and at the Festival of  New 
American Music in Sacramento this 
fall.  A short work for solo violin, 
Whiffet, will receive its premiere on 
September 9th by violinist Piotr 
Szewczyk. at Stetson University.  
The wind quintet Towns of  Wind and 
Wood was chosen for performance at 
the College Music Society National 
Conference in Richmond, VA this 
October, where it will be performed 
by the Moran Wind Quintet.  A solo 
percussion work, Snood the Poultroon, 
was performed by Haruka Fujii to a 
sell-out crowd this past July in Tokyo 
at the Tokyo Opera City Recital 
Hall.
Joshua Russell - Joshua was the 
featured Sinfonian in the June issue 
of  the Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia 
national newsletter, Sinfonia 
Resonance.  The article highlighted 
his efforts to help rebuild Haiti's 
primary music school that was 
destroyed in the 2010 earthquake.  
The article can be viewed online at
 http://sinfoniaresonance.org/
0611b.htm. He also presented solo 
and collaborative recitals at the 
Lasker (North Carolina) Summer 
Music Festival and recorded works 
with saxophonist, Jason Laczkoski, 
which will be released on Emeritus 
Recordings this fall.
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Upcoming Events and the University 
Calendar!
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven 
in CE 225 will be listed on the University 
Calendar.  Please check your events for 
accuracy and let Peggy know if  corrections 
need to be made.  All scheduled events will 
also automatically appear on the right side of  
the School of  
Music home 
page.  If  your 
event does not yet 
have a description 
included, 
consider sending 
text to Peggy so that she may add it to your 
event announcement.  
Daniel Schuetz - Daniel will be performing October 6 at the 
Noontime Fine Arts Performance Series at Harper College in 
Palatine, Illinois with Dr. Joyce Rezdaq, piano.  His upcoming 
faculty recital is scheduled for November 3 in KRH with Paul 
Borg, piano and harpsichord, plus student performers.
David Snyder - David published an article in the Music Educators 
Journal in March titled “Preparing for Teaching Through 
Reflection.”  He also presented the poster sessions How Pre-Service 
Teachers Perceive Their Own Teaching Ability and Influence of  Pre-Service 
Teacher Instrumental Background upon Effectiveness of  Teaching Episodes in 
Secondary Instrument Classes, at the 2011 IMTE Colloquium, Mt. 
Sterling, OH, on May 21-22. 
Ben Stiers - Ben traveled with the Xplorium Chamber Ensemble 
to Chia-Yi city, Taiwan, in July to perform a series of  concerts as 
part of  the 2011 World Association for Symphonic Bands and 
Ensembles (WASBE) Conference and Chia-Yi International Band 
Festival.  The ensemble, consisting of  four saxophonists, seven 
percussionists, and three pianists, performed a variety of  works 
composed and arranged specifically for them.
 
Michelle Vought - Michelle was one of  three American singers 
on the world premiere opera recording of  Hamlet by composer 
Nancy Van de Vate in August 2011.  She sang the role of  
Ophelia, accompanied by the Moravian Philharmonic Orchestra 
of  Olomouc in the Czech Republic.  The CD is scheduled for 
release this fall on the Vienna Modern Masters label.  Michelle 
also performed in July as the feature soloist with the Peoria 
Municipal Band.
Upcoming September Recitals and Concerts
9/6	 Sarah Gentry at 7:30 pm - KRH
9/7	 Joshua Russell at 8 pm - KRH
9/11	 9/11 Memorial Concert at 3 pm - CPA
9/12	 Jury Recognition Recital at 8 pm - KRH
9/25	 Choral Showcase at 3 pm - CPA
9/27	 Mark Babbitt at 8 pm - KRH
9/29	 Symphony Orchestra at 8 pm - CPA
9/30	 Jazz Ensembles I & II at 8 pm - CPA
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